
  Wimbish Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

5th March, 2025 at 7.30 p.m.  

Wimbish Village Hall 

      

Present: Edward Browne, Mike Young, Lynne Ward-Booth, Ray Searle, Gareth Jones and  

Phil Northern. 

In attendance: Tracy Coston (Clerk),  

Public: 2 

 

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Stewart Luck, Martin Foley 

 

 

2.  Councillors to declare pecuniary interests:  

Lynne Ward-Booth pecuniary interest in UTT/25/0154/OP 

Mike Young: Non-pecuniary interest in UTT/25/0154/OP  

 

 

 

 

3.  Public Participation (15 minutes):                                

The applicant attended the meeting and explained about planning 

application UTT/25/0360/FUL. The applicant said that all the biodiversity 

and environmental issues have been addressed.  The footpath is on the site, 

but not part of this application. 

The quota of trees were taken out in line with the Forestry Commission. 

A neighbour explained that they owned boarding kennels next to the 

proposed site and they were concerned about the noise from their boarding 

kennels and the impact of the build on the kennels.  They have 

commissioned their own noise assessment. 

The neighbour was worried about what will happen with the rest of the 

land on the site and concerned that the size of the house will result in over 

development of the site and the size of the house is not in line with the 

other houses in Howlett End.  

There is no nett gain with this application as green field site in a small 

village. 

 

Bye-Laws:  

A member of the public asked if it was possible to have environmental 

motion detecting street lights in the Parish.  The PC would investigate. 

Wildlife Event in Swan Hotel, The meeting was for Landowners and the 

conversation group with 20 in attendance and tied in with Big Green 

Internet Project. 

There are 43 members of Facebook group. The PC were thanked for 

funding the refreshments.  The group is looking at linking farms together 

and North Essex Farming Cluster is involved. There is a large issue with 

deer in the Parish.                                                                          

 

 

4.  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 22nd January, 2025: The 

previously circulated minutes were approved and signed by the PC. 

 

 

5.  District Councillor and County Councillor Report: Not present.  



  

 

6.  Matters arising  

       a)   Letter to Mr Rayner regarding use of commonland: The  

  solicitor hasn’t responded. Clerk to chase up what has been  

             applied for at Land Registry.  

b) Solar Farm: Gareth Jones to speak to Robert Haigh. 

c) Website: Judith Bonser is working on the website. 

d) Parish Council Vacancy: The vacancy has been advertised and 

the PC will be able to co-opt a new Parish Councillor after 20th 

March. 

 

 

7.  Approval of Byelaws: 

a) The new byelaws were approved, signed and sealed. 

 

 

8.  Planning  

a) Applications:  

UTT/25/0360/FUL Land North West of Holly Tree Cottage 

Erection of one dwelling and vehicular access. 

PC Decision:  

The PC would like to object against the application of on dwelling and 

vehicular access. 

 

The nondomestic site has a large amenity value as a woodland and the 

development of a large house is not needed in the Parish but the woodland 

does have a value and it is an unacceptable loss of a valuable natural asset. 

 

The site includes a public footpath which must be protected and all 

biodiversity aspects to be adhered to on the site. 

 

UTT/25/0154/OP Land North Of The Old Vicarage Maple Lane 

Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of 1no. self 

build/custom build four bedroom detached dwelling. 

PC Decision: No comments. 

 

b) Decisions: 

UTT/24/3198/FUL Manor Nursery, Thaxted Road 

UDC approved S73A retrospective application for erection of 4 no. 

residential properties with associated landscaping and parking (previous 

approved under UTT/20/0755/OP and UTT/21/3536/DFO). 

 

 

9.  Roads, Highways and Footpaths: 

a) Speed Limit B184/Thaxted Road: Mike Young to speak to Martin 

Foley. 

b) Potholes: Various potholes have been reported in the Parish.   

 

 

 

  



10.  Accounts  

a) Approval of cheques  

 

 

 Receipts   

 UDC grant for climbing wall  £      7 169.00  

 Total receipts £      7.169.00  

 Payments   

 Tracy Coston (March)    £          282.57    

 E-ON (March) £            34.00  

 Robert Dyas £            49.44   

 Tracy Coston (Expenses) £          320.25   

 Castle Water £            20.34  

 Ray Searle £          240.00   

 Sarah Diggons £            30.00  

 HMRC £          211.88  

 Outdoor Jack £       2,183.95  

 Total £       3,372.43         

   

11.  Pavilion and Recreation Ground Maintenance: 

a) Playground maintenance: All in hand. 

b) Climbing wall update: The climbing wall is on order. 

c) Helter Skelter maintenance: To be repaired when the 

weather improves. 

d) Grasscutting contract with Outdoor Jack: The PC 

approved the increased prices. 

e) Football goals: The football team has purchased new goals 

and the PC will ask for the old goals to be removed.   

 

 

12.  General Correspondence: 

a) New Council House: Members of the public are concerned about the 

activities that are taking place with cars on the drive at the new council 

property.  The PC will discuss with UDC. 

 

 

13.  Area Report:   

a) Village Litter pick: The litter pick will take place on 23rd March and tea 

and cake will be served in the Village Hall. 

 

 

14.  Date of the next Parish Council Meeting: 

The date of the next Parish meeting is Wednesday 2nd April, 2025 at 

7.30pm  

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 9.20 pm. 

 

 

 



Signed      Dated 

              ……………………………..   …………………………… 

 

 

 


